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This evening

1. Student Journal

2. Knowledge Organisers

3. Lessons at GW

4. Brief overview of English, maths & science curriculum

5. Assessment in Year 7

6. The Grammar Stream
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Useful documents – Student journal/planner

First place to check for key information

• Homework timetables
• Homework help
• Information on uniform, equipment and 

behaviour
• Useful contacts
• Term dates
• Wellbeing
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Student Journal
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How memory helps us learn

A simple model 
of memory



Act with integrity          Speak with compassion           Work with courage

'The forgetting curve'
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What are Knowledge Organisers (KO)?

▪ The most important 
knowledge for a topic on a 
single page.

▪ Organised into a booklet by 
subject with a contents 
page.

▪ Covers all the key content 
you need to remember 
throughout the year.

▪ Includes key vocabulary, 
concepts, formulas, 
examples and diagrams.
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So…how do we get knowledge into our long-term memory?

Lessons at GW will focus on teaching new material 
by:

• Starting each lesson with ‘rapid retrieval’ to 
encourage us to remember things we have learnt

• Asking lots of different kinds of questions to 
check understanding – to the whole class and to 
individuals 

• Getting you to talk about what you are learning 
at key points in the lesson 

These are just some examples of things you might 
see in lessons!
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Year 7 English

▪ What is the focus on? 

Develop reading and writing skills

▪ What will we be studying? 

The Odyssey (Retelling), The Tempest, Lord 
of the Flies, famous poetry from around the 
world

▪ How can you support?

- Quiz them using their knowledge 
organiser/s

- Support them in completing their SPARX 
reader each week

- Encourage a further twenty minutes 
reading each evening

- CGP KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice

- CGP KS3 Workbook

- AQA KS3 English Language Year 7
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Year 7 English homework

Sparx Reader 

▪ Students will be required to score either 300 or 200 points (Set dependent) on Sparx Reader every 
week 

▪ Before using, students will be given a reading test online by Sparx which will set them to the right 
reading level. 

▪ To score points, students will be asked comprehension questions based on their reading. Getting the 
question right the first time will score more points. 

▪ Homework will be set every Monday and will be due Friday by 3pm.

Extra information: 

▪ Sparx is accessible – reading ruler guidance, background colour can be changed, and the font size can 
be increased. 

▪ Students will be able to pick books from the selection they are given – reading resilience is important 
here. 
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Year 7 Maths

▪ At Glenmoor and Winton Academies 
students follow the United Learning 
Mathematics scheme of work which is 
progressive and requires students to master 
concepts before moving on.

▪ Topics in Year 7 are number and algebra 
heavy.

▪ Students are set weekly homework tasks on 
Sparx.

▪ Students are quizzed on the core concepts 
after each topic. Relevant weaker topics 
are highlighted, with staff addressing 
common errors and misconceptions in 
future lessons.

▪ Students can also work on their own 
weaker areas on Sparx by accessing the 
independent learning section. 

▪ Maths homework club is Thursday after 
school in the OLC (computer room). 
Students are also welcome to see their 
teacher during lunchtime on Friday for 
additional support.
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KS3 Maths Year 7 Homework

Why Sparx Maths?

External research conducted by RAND Europe and Cambridge 
University found that using Sparx Maths for 1 hour a week 
significantly improves grades.

Sparx has a clever algorithm  that learns the student's maths 
ability and sets appropriate questions for 60 minutes of homework

Teachers set topics relevant to those students are learning in class

Students are also set ‘consolidation' work which picks questions 
from topics they have learnt previously.
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Year 7 Science

Students will study all three branches of science over their KS3 curriculum, which are divided 
into topics. Each topic lasts between four and six weeks. 

These are broken down as follows:

Particles, substances and mixtures; fundamentals of Physics; cells and organisation; chemical 
changes; organ systems; sound and light; materials; life cycles

Students are set weekly homework tasks on Sparx Science.

Students are assessed using fluency quizzes on material they have learnt in class, as well as 
through mini-whiteboard quizzes and exam style questions .

13
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KS3 Science – Year 7 Resources

▪ BBC Bitesize → KS3 → Science

– Contain key facts, videos and quizzes

▪ Knowledge Organiser

– Look, copy, cover, write, check

– Quiz

▪ Flash cards

▪ Sparx Science self-study

14
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▪ Remote - 
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Core subject contacts

Andrea Harrison aharrison@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk 
KS3 Co-ordinator English

Kara Leachman kleachman@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk   
Deputy Head of Maths 

Bronwyn Annetts bannetts@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk 
Deputy Head of Maths and Sparx Maths Lead

Katie Harris-Jones kharrisjones@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
Second in Department in Science

mailto:aharrison@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
mailto:kleachman@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
mailto:kleachman@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
mailto:bannetts@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
mailto:lsamuels@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
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Baseline Assessments – September 2026

▪ English, maths and science 

▪ Week commencing 21st September

▪ Year 7 Baseline Results– 19th October

▪ Year 7 start their new classes after the October half term

▪ EAA: extra time will be offered to pupils who received it in SATS according to the 
transition data.
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Reporting effort in lessons

1. Excellent effort in lessons

2. Good effort in lessons

3. Effort in lessons requires improvement

4. Effort in lessons requires significant improvement

18
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Rank Order Assessment – Summer Term 2026

▪ Students sit exams in all subjects in the summer term. 

▪ Students are ranked in individual subjects.

▪ Students’ results are averaged using an algorithm to provide an overall ranking.

▪ Students are streamed according to the overall ranking – then will be in the same 
stream for all subjects, apart from PE, MFL and creative subjects which are set 
separately.

▪ Full EAA will be offered.

19
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Meet The Tutor Evening – Thursday 19th September

▪ Discuss with your child’s tutor how well they are settling in

▪ Have a tour of the school led by your child

▪ See some of the work they have been completing in their core subjects

▪ Tutors will not be able to comment on academic progress at this point



Glenmoor & Winton Grammar Stream 2026-27

Mr Leaney, Grammar Stream Coordinator 
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Grammar Stream: Engage, Contribute & Lead

Our main aims:

i. To develop the academic breadth and ability of students beyond what 
secondary schools normally provide

ii. To encourage growth of character to help students succeed in whatever 
they choose to do in the future

It is hoped that this will have several benefits:

▪ Entry to top universities

▪ Career development and adaptability

▪ Social mobility



Act with integrity          Speak with compassion           Work with courage

Grammar Stream Enrichment

▪ Grammar Stream students follow the same tutor schedule as the rest of the year 
group. However, at various points in the year Grammar Stream tutees participate in 
enrichment activities instead of the usual schedule:

– Small group tutorials

– Communication workshops

– Team-building tasks

– Bespoke assembly programme

– GS reading programme

Further enrichment

– GS 'cultural capital' trips (1 per year)

– Opportunities to engage with top universities
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Grammar Stream Lecture programme

▪ GS members attend a minimum of 3 lectures over the academic year.

▪ The lectures will run between 3.15-4pm on different days to support 
attendance at other clubs.

▪ The lectures will comprise of both academic and aspirational topics.

▪ GS students will be able to choose which lectures they attend.
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Membership of Grammar Stream 

▪ Baseline assessments (no academic difference between higher sets & 
GS).

▪ Short personal statement on how they plan to engage, contribute and 
lead.

▪ Sustained contribution to Grammar Stream tutor time activities and 
house events.

▪ Attendance of at least 3 ‘enrichment lectures’ over the academic year.

▪ Sustained membership of at least 2 extra-curricular clubs/societies.

▪ Maintaining high standards in Attitude to Learning.

▪ Maintaining excellent attendance (no unauthorised absences).
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Next steps

▪ Students will receive a soundbite in tutor time over the next two weeks explaining 
Grammar Stream.

▪ A Microsoft Forms link will be posted on Satchel One for students to express their 
interest in joining the Grammar Stream by the beginning of October.

▪ You will also receive a letter when applications are open.
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Date for your diary and contacts

27

Adam Besant – Assistant Principal
abesant@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk 

Jodie Boakes- Head of Year 7
year7team@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk

Gareth Leaney – Grammar Stream Coordinator
gleaney@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk 

▪ Meet the tutor – Thursday 19th September

mailto:abesant@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
mailto:year7team@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
mailto:gleaney@glenmoorandwinton.org.uk
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